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needed. Corruption was rampant, and abuses of every
kind existed in the extremest forms. The Neo-Guelphs
acclaimed Pio Nono as the predestined saviour and liberator
of his country. His protest against the Austrian occupa-
tion of Ferrara raised enthusiasm to the fever height.
Mazzini hailed his accession as fifteen years ago he had hailed
the accession of Charles Albert. Charles Albert himself
offered to place his sword at the service of the Papacy, if
war with Austria ensued. But the Pope's zeal for reform
soon slackened. A measure of freedom to the Press and
permission for the enrolment of a national militia were con-
ceded, but little more. Tuscany and Piedmont followed
the lead of the Papacy, and Charles Albert wrote: ' If
Providence sends us a war of Italian independence I will
mount my horse with my sons, I will place myself at the
head of an army . . . what a glorious day it will be in
which we can raise a cry for the independence of Italy/
It is clear, therefore, that in the years preceding 1848
two movements were making progress in Italy: one for
domestic reform in its several states; another towards
liberation, if not towards unification.
In 1848 the storm-cloud burst. A Liberal demonstration
in Milan (2 January) gave the Austrians the opportunity of
THE RBVOLU- firing on the mob, and several people were
TION OF 1848 killed. These ' proto-martyrs of Italian in-
dependence ', as they were somewhat grandiloquently
called, undoubtedly set the match to the train already care-
fully laid. Insurrections broke out in Palermo and Naples,
and Ferdinand II was compelled to concede a ' Constitu-
tion * (29 January). Duke Leopold of Tuscany followed his
example (February), and in March Charles Albert called a
Parliament at Turin, and Pio Nono one at Rome. But the
news of the outbreak of Revolution in Vienna (March)
aroused larger hopes in Italy than any^which could be
satisfied by domestic reforms. The moment had surely
come for striking a blow at the Great Power by whom "the
petty despotisms in Italy had been so long maintained. If
Austria were driven out of Italy, the people could deal with